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Lisbon 2000 “strategy”
• to make Europe by 2010 “the most competitive 

and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the 
world, spending approximately 3% of GDP on 
investment in research, development, and 
innovation? 

• Average spending for the EU-19 has remained 
low (1.3% of GDP, according to OECD2007 
data), recent crisis probably enlarged further 
the gap with the US, since Obama’s “Stimulus” 
packages, with an extra 21 billion



EU processes & funding
• Bologna process: Integration towards the lower end? In 

Italy, %graduates still low 11.6%, and avrg mark only 
increased

• “European Paradox” (EU excellence in research, not 
followed by Technology Transfer)??  

• Framework & “Networks” programs criticized for 
incentives people whose primary job is to “milk the cows” 
in Bruxelles (Pierre de Gennes’character “Lanterne”). 



Brain drain

• Immigrants with university degree: Italy, 1.3% ; 
 US, 42%

• 56 per cent of UK-born elite scientists 
(isihighlycited.com) have left the UK

• Italy has less than 100 highlycited scientists, 
less than Caltech, Harvard, Yale each



Legs drain

• We do import elite… soccer players
• We do understand leading role of top 

players.. In soccer
• We do care about scores and world 

classification.. In soccer

• … just use the soccer strategies, not the 
Lisbon one!



Success of pseudo-science 
programs

Voyager from 2003- 
On nat TV – Rai 2 (Torino!)
support from Government!

Chupacabra animal, 

false Apollo 11 mission on the 
moon
UFOs

Earth expansion theory

The declining scene on scientific information



Graduates It Parliament- US 
Congress 

Year Italy % US
1948 90% 88%
2000 60%!! 94%

The MP salary in Italy has increased in 
the same period from 5 to 8 times more 
than that of the avg worker…

Source:   Antonio Merlo, Vincenzo Galasso, Massimiliano Landi and Andrea 
Mattozzi, The labor market of italian politicians, convegno Fondazione Rodolfo 
De Benedetti, see also S. Rizzo and GA Stella “La Casta”, 2007 Rizzoli

Shawn Otto complains that of 
535 members of Congress, only 11
have a background in science, 
whereas 225 are lawyers



Nobel an european Paradox?
• Alfred Nobel (Stockholm, 1833, Sanremo, 1896), chemist, engineer, 

innovator, armaments manufacturer and the inventor of dynamite
• But today... Nobel Prizes almost no longer to Europeans 



If you don’t beleive in Nobel – 
see the “GDP” of MIT alumni

• $2000 billion ~ France GDP! 

• larger than the Italian GDP

• Source: Kauffman Foundation study finds MIT alumni companies generate billions for 
regional economies". MIT News Office. February 17, 2009. 
http://web.mit.edu/newsoffice/2009/kauffman-study-0217.html.



Need for Maastricht treaty?

• If Lisbona failed, need for strict rules?

• Role of the press, the media, and perhaps 
Web2.0 as a ScienceDebates, beneficial. 

• Is Europe declining slowly and inevitably 
into a museum? 
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Original debates

• FIRB – Futuro in ricerca Debate
• Young Generation (diritto studio) Debate
• Prin (Progetti Interesse Nazionale) Debate
• FFO (Fondo Funzionam Ordinario) Debate
• EXCELLENCE CENTRE MIUR Debate

• Fondi Debate (da quali fondi prelevare)
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